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Stone-built temple spires in Northern India are
sometimes conical in shape, closely resembling the
conical mud huts of villages, in Mesopotamia at the
present day. Huts of this description are sculptured
on one of the reliefs of Sennacharib's palace at Nineveh
discovered by Layard. I have suggested that the
Indo-Aryans may have used such a hut in the Vedic
fire ritual, a tall conical hut with vents at the top
being obviously the most practical, especially in the
rainy season, for sacrificial ritual in which fire plays
the principal part. The use of bambu instead of tree
branches in its construction would naturally follow
the introduction of the Aryan fire ritual into India.
It is not therefore a far-fetched speculation that the
Indian curvilinear temple spire is derived from the
conical mud huts of Persia and Mesopotamia, or from
similar huts of skin or thatch used by the Aryan
forest dwellers.

We have seen that in the Saiva cult the holy
mountain was thought of architecturally as a shrine
for the god, and also personified as the god himself,
that is, Mt. Kailasa contains both Siva's hermitage
and Siva himself. The same ideas occur in the Vaish-
nava cults with regard to Vishnu. Kalidasa in the
Kumara-Sambhava puts these words into the mouth
of one of the seven Rishis who came to Himalaya to
ask his consent to the marriage of his daughter Uma
with the Hermit of Kailasa :

" Thy mind is lofty as thy summits axe
Sages say truly, Vishnu is thy name :
His spirit breathed in thy mountain frame
Within the caverns of thy boundless breast
All things that move and" all that move not rest/